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Flag Etiquette: Flying Flags and Pennants Properly

A number of weeks ago I received an e-mail from a
Canadian who owned and operated a recreational boat
in the U.S. The boat, for the most part, stayed in U.S.
waters and was licensed in a U.S. State. The owner
wanted to know where he could fly a Canadian flag to
indicate his citizenship.

The simple answer was that he could not, if he was
operating in U.S. waters. The National flag indicates
the Country of registry, or where the boat is licensed, in
this case the U.S. A courtesy flag indicates where the
vessel is being operated, for the most part, also the
U.S. These flags do not indicate the citizenship of the
owner/operator.

However, I did advise that when a foreign guest is aboard, you can display the guest’s country flag
from the bow staff, or port spreader halyard.

Flags and pennants tell a story to those who observe them, so a code of conduct or etiquette has
been developed over the years to determine how flags and pennants should be properly flown. This
code was originally developed for large commercial or naval vessels, but has been modified and is
flexible enough to accommodate the construction and configuration of most modern pleasure craft.

Here are a few key points to remember and follow.

Order of Importance, sometimes referred to as the “Points of Honour”:

1. the gaff, if the vessel is equipped with one

2. the flagstaff at the stern

3. the bow staff

4. the starboard halyard just below the spreader

5. the mast head

6. the port halyard just below the spreader

When locating the points of honour on your boat you must remember that the flag of highest
importance does not always go to the highest point of honour. It can only be flown at the highest
point of honour that it is entitled to.

The highest point of honour is always reserved for the national flag. If the national flag is not flown,
its point of honour or position should remain vacant. A club burgee, for example, cannot replace it.
That burgee must remain at its point of honour.

Various flags and Normal Points of Honour

?°

Search our Site!

Error! Unable to Retrieve Weather
Forecast!

Midland Ontario Canada

°F | °C

Home News Events Boat Reviews Destinations DIY & How To Lifestyle Products Store Subscribe

Archives

http://www.facebook.com/canadian.yachting
http://www.twitter.com/CdnYachting
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/index.php?option=com_obrss&task=feed&id=4:canadian-yachting-news&format=feed
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJuzBVAa9wGqe0GNFkaR0fQ
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/home/contact
http://www.pinterest.com/canadianyachtin/
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/diy
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/diy/seamanship
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/diy/seamanship/1311-flag-etiquette-flying-flags-and-pennants-properly
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/
http://subscription.canadianyachting.ca/?page=digital
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/news-and-events
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/events
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/boat-reviews
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/destinations
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/diy
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/lifestyle
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/products
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/store
http://subscription.canadianyachting.ca/
http://www.canadianyachting.ca/archives


1/31/2017 Flag Etiquette: Flying Flags and Pennants Properly

http://www.canadianyachting.ca/diy/seamanship/1311-flag-etiquette-flying-flags-and-pennants-properly 2/5

Tweet

The Canadian Flag should be flown from 0800 until sunset, or at all times when the vessel is
underway, weather and rig permitting. The Canadian flag should be lowered if you leave the vessel
when you are in port and will not return until after sunset.

If your boat has a gaff, it should be flown from the peak. If not, it should be flown from the flagstaff
at the stern of the vessel. Normally this flagstaff is located at the center of the stern, but if rigging or
an outboard motor do not permit this then the flagstaff should be located to starboard of the
centerline. If the vessel is used for fishing, a flag staff located at the stern may interfere with the
fishing gear. In this case the Canadian flag may be flown from a staff located amidships on the aft
part of the cabin roof.

For sailboats, use a stern flagstaff if it does not obstruct the movement of the boom. You can fly the
Canadian flag high up on the back stay of Marconi-rigged boats, but no higher than 2/3rds of the
way up. On gaff-rigged sailboats, the Canadian flag should be flown at the peak of the aft gaff.

National Organizations like the Canadian Yachting Association (CYA) and Canadian Power & Sail
Squadrons (CPS) have flags or burgees that indicate active membership. They should only be flown
if the skipper is a paid up member in good standing. The preferred location is the starboard
spreader halyard. For vessels without this the bow staff should be used.

Next in order of importance will be yacht club and squadron pennants. These should be flown from
the top of the main mast, or the bow staff if there is no mast. No more than one of these should be
flown at a time.

Association burgees like those from antique boat associations, or cruising clubs should be flown
from the spreader halyards with the more important on the starboard side and the one of lesser
importance on the port side. Only one should be flown from each halyard and if you have more than
one halyard on each spreader, the flag of more importance goes on the outer halyard.

It is clear that sailing vessels, or powered vessels with a flag staff have the ability to fly more flags,
pennants or burgees at any one time. Vessels with only a single stern flag staff and a bow flag staff
should only fly the national flag from the stern and the most important flag pennant, or burgee from
the bow. If you are boating in the waters of another country you may fly the national flag of that
country as a courtesy. Vessels without a mast should fly the courtesy flag from the bow staff
replacing any other flag, pennant or burgee. With a mast, the courtesy flag should be flown from the
outer starboard spreader halyard and the flag it replaces should be moved to the inboard spreader
halyard or to the port side if there are only single spreader halyards. The courtesy flag must be
smaller than the vessel’s national flag and it must come down when the national flag does. It must
not be flown when the vessel returns to its own country.

On special occasions like Canada Day, or club sail pasts the ship may be “dressed” with a set of
International Code Signal Flags that contains 40 alpha flags and numeric pennants. The set should
be flown in a string from the bow to the mast head(s) and then down to the stern. No message
needs to be spelled out and a suggested pattern would be to have two alpha flags followed by a
numeric pennant, then two more alpha flags, another numeric pennant and so on.

If you are in distress and need assistance, then a Distress flag should be flown from the highest
point or laid flat on the deck, so it could be seen from the air. The international distress flag or cloth
is an orange rectangle with a solid black square and a solid black ball on it.

Much of this information was taken from the Canadian Power & Sail Squadron’s first edition of How
to Fly Flags, 2005. If you want to get a complete copy that is far more extensive go to www.cps-
ecp.ca for contact information.

By John Gullick
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“Backpacker's Guide to Europe”

Read More...

Lost on Murchison
We were cruising for two weeks in
Gwaii Haanas. Spread out among
three boats, (a Campion, a ...

Read More...

Ghost Lake, Alberta
When we (an Ontario couple) both
raised sailing on the Great Lakes
and Lake Simcoe,  decided to ...

Read More...

Young and Eleuthera
I was ruined...completely and utterly
ruined. At the young age of 22, my
very first trip to the ...

Read More...
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Millennial's Guide to Chartering

By Clarity Nicoll

Vacation of a lifetime in the
BVI’s

You've all heard of the
“Backpacker's Guide to
Europe” and the “Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy”. Well
then, consider this the
”Millennial's Guide to
Chartering”. Millennial's
chartering? Madness you
say! I say otherwise. Now, I
can't speak for everyone in
my generation, but I know
that for the most part we are

action seekers, relaxation experts, adrenaline junkies, food lovers, cocktail savvy, adventure hungry
and looking for some awesome pictures to put on our Instagram accounts.

Read more of the Millennial's...
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 Lakeshore Yacht Club

By Katherine Stone

From main dock with retired
committee boat on the left
and the new Lakeshore Lady
on the right.

In 1801, an enterprising
Loyalist and British Army
officer, Colonel Samuel Bois
Smith, was granted 1,000
acres of land south of what is
now Kipling Avenue in
Etobicoke.Fast-forward to
the end of the century and
this tract of land would be
occupied by the newly

constructed Mimico Lunatic Asylum, to be renamed the Lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital,which
closed in 1979. 

Read more about Lakeshore Yacht Club.....
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Photo of the Week heads

Hello Photo of the Week enthusiasts
and welcome to a superb album to

Read More...

From the Helm of
Adamant 1: Blog 7–
December 2016
Adamant 1 has had a busy month.
We only stayed in Mobile long
enough to get the mast put up and
get ...

Photo of the week:
December 22
Wow you take good shots. We’re
delighted with all the input, but
please don’t slow ...

Read More...

Chelsea Ellard and the
found sailboat
This story comes to us from
Chelsea Ellard, aged 12 of Thunder
Bay Ontario.     ...

Read More...
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Vanquish 24 Runabout

By Andy Adams

Big, elegant, and capable

Families with young people
who are seriously into
waterskiing or wake boarding
face a difficult choice: Buy a
dedicated tow sports boat
and make the kids happy or
buy a more traditional family
boat and make everyone
comfortable.

In our opinion, the Vanquish
24 Runabout offers up a big,
elegant, and capable solution

that could make everybody happy. This is not a cheap solution, but it's an impressive one. Last
August, we traveled to Gravenhurst, Ontario, and got our first look at the Vanquish 24 Runabout,
tied up at Muskoka Wharf Marine. One glance told us this was a special boat.

Read More of the Vanquish 24 Review.....

Marine Products

Seamasters to introduce new Stingray 206cc at Halifax Boat
Show

Always a major exhibitor at the Halifax International Boat Show, Seamaster’s sales manager Dave
Trott tells us they will have several news products on display including the new Stingray 206cc and
the 186cc.

Seamaster Services of Dartmouth is a diversified company with roots in the marine safety business.
Over the years they have expanded from liferafts to inflatable boats, as a Zodiac dealers, and now
sell and service an extensive line of fibreglass and inflatable boats including Grady-White and
Stingray.

able to go for a sail on Lake Ontario

Read More...

Cruisers Yachts 54
Cantius
We met the new Cruisers Yachts 54
Cantius under almost ideal
circumstances, on the beautiful
Trent ...

Scorpion 210F
The Chris-Craft Scorpion 210F is a
sport boat with a unique
combination of a midship motor and
an ...

Tanzer 31
There must be a healthy market for
the perfect 30-foot cruiser/racer –
the boat that combines ...

Read More...

Breakthrough Marine

While many boat owners simply
choose not to venture out after
dark, there are occasions when you

Read More...

Hatched from a T’Bird! -
The Cadboro 26
Vidas Stukas of the Royal Victoria
Yacht Club has always
experimented with his sail boats to
...

Read More...

Cruisers Yachts 54
Cantius – More Than The
Sum Of ...
In the December issue of Canadian
Yachting, we review the new
Cruisers Yachts 54 Cantius.
Cruisers ...

Read More...

The Art and Science of
Sails
I must admit my bias upfront to this
book review; it’s a book I devoured
and read cover to ...

Read More...
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Read more about
Seamasters....
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